
NNUAL UPDATE FROM THE GOVIER FAMILY IN MONONA 

 

2013 was an amazing year. Many things happened this year that have not happened before in our  

family, like the appearance of chickens and a vegetable garden in our backyard. Anne has been working 

on those two projects for several years and finally pulled it off in 2013. The fresh eggs, tomatoes, sweet 

corn, cucumbers, bush beans, and pumpkins have been great. Finally, a solution to empty nest syn-

drome. 

When our granddaughter Anna was born on the other side of the world two years ago we could not 

have imagined she would spend one sixth of her first two years living with us. But that's exactly what 

happened. Brian, Mika, and Anna came from Japan to stay with us for the summer (because of Brian's 

job) and we had all kinds of adventures during the four months they were here. Especially when Sara,    

Audrey, and Lana came to visit for a week. 

 

Time with granddaughters is precious when they live so far away. We missed seeing Drew, Candess, 

and Eden this year, except via Skype and Google+. Drew retired from the Army and they moved from 

Georgia to Idaho. They seem to like the new jobs they've found, and Candess likes having members of 

her family close by. 

Sam is doing well in his second year at the University of Wisconsin. He's still living on campus and in-

volved with the InterVarsity chapter. Last summer he returned to SkyLodge camp in Montello (where 

he has spent at least a week every summer for the past decade) and was part of the camp crew. He 

also toured France for 10 days with the University Choir. The music at the choir concerts we have at-

tended has been incredibly beautiful, especially the Christmas concert in   Luther Memorial Church 

(shown in photo). 



This fall, through a chance encoun-

ter, I had the privilege of escorting a 

dozen  Chinese journalism professors 

around to local radio, TV, print, and 

online newsrooms. They’re all doing 

post-doctoral research at the UW 

and wanted to meet local journalists. 

Through my professional connec-

tions we were able to pull it off, and I 

enjoyed getting back into the news-

rooms as much as they did. Last Sat-

urday Anne and I hosted these new 

friends for a Christmas party at our 

house. 

 

Along with all of these exciting 

events there was a lot of hard work and of course some challenging times too. But Anne is still working 

as a nanny and I’m still working at  InterVarsity. These are some of the most exciting times of growth 

for InterVarsity since its early years as a ministry seven decades ago, and I’m glad to be a part of it. (If 

you don’t receive my  InterVarsity ministry update, and would like to, please let me know —

ggovier@intervarsity.org.)  

 

This Christmas season we rejoice in all the ways that God has blessed us. We are thankful to have 

made it this far and we look forward to more excitement in 2014! 


