"By the Scribe's profession, wisdom increases."

Ecclesiasticus, the Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sira, 38:24

CRIB

Jumping to 20

You may be
familiar with
SCRIBE in an-
other context. Or
you may be say-
ing, “Volume 20,
what's up with
that?”

For 18 years |
published
SCRIBE as a
quarterly news-
letter focused on
developing news
in Christian
broadcasting.
Ironically, it was
an experience at
Urbana 84, Inter-
Varsity's triennial
Student Mission
Convention, that
convinced me
Christian radio
needs better
news reporting.

Now SCRIBE
has a new job,
reporting on a

new ministry
focused on
developing
world-changing
Christian
journalists
through
InterVarsity’'s
work on the
college campus.

A

InterVarsity's mission field
is the college campus. I've
always admired the way
InterVarsity engaged the
culture with it's Biblically-
based ministry but | never
guessed my experience in
journalism would lead to a
ministry opportunity within
InterVarsity.

Journalists are not very
popular these days. In fact
journalism is going through
a tremendous identity crisis
due to fast-paced techno-
logical changes as well as
economic issues.

Journalism remains the
only occupation protected
by the U.S. Constitution.
And we clearly live in The
Information Age when it's
critical for Christians to be
involved in communications
and journalism. Now | have
the privilege of helping de-
velop a ministry focused on
establishing Christian jour-
nalism students in their
faith and their profession.

My main work continues
to be in media relations and
on our intervarsity.org web-
site. But | also have the
opportunity to work with
InterVarsity’s Professional
Schools Ministry to network
and support Christian jour-
nalism students. Here's
how God has been orches-
trating events in my life:

" In October | attended the

Society of Professional

Journalists convention in

Las Vegas and was
elected Region 6 Direc-
tor. One of my first big
jobs is helping plan the
Midwest Journalism Re-
gional Convention, which
will be held this spring in
Minneapolis.

" By my election | now sit

on the board of directors
of the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists, the

nation’s oldest and largest
organization for profes-
sional journalists. | love
journalism and | know that
God loves journalists.
What kind of witnessing
opportunities  will  this
open up? Only God

knows.
" Since September | have

been weekly prayer walk-
ing the UW campus with
Rich Sicard, another staff
member of Grad Faculty
ministry. We are laying a
foundation for ministry
and have had some spe-

cific answers to prayer.
" Answers to prayer in-

clude establishing contact
with the Fellowship of
Christian Journalists on
the campus of the Univer-
sity of Missouri, one of the
top journalism schools in
the country. | first heard
about this group at Ur-

bana 2000, when Terry
(Continued on page 2




The editors oMustardseednagazine at Northwestern University got this f@ﬂﬂ

(Continued from page 1)

Mattingly and | did a workshop on
“Christians Called to Journalism.”
The group has been meeting for
15 years. There are committed
Christians on the Missouri faculty.

" Another answer to prayer came
when | learned from a campus
staff worker about a new Christian
magazine at Northwestern Univer-
sity, another of the nation’'s top
journalism schools. Several of the
editors of the magazine, called
Mustardseed , are involved with
InterVarsity at Northwestern.

My work as media coordinator and

web editor has also been exciting.

I've helped InterVarsity develop a
monthly email newsletter and a
podcast to keep alumni, staff and
supporters better up to date on
what's happening in the move-
ment.

In mid-December InterVarsity
leaders traveled to St. Louis to
kick-off preparations for our Ur-
bana 06 Student Mission Conven-
tion. We had a breakfast with 250
pastors and ministry leaders and
a noon meeting with the mayor
and representatives of the city's
hospitality industry. | helped with
the planning and with media con-
tacts to make sure word is getting

after their recent issue hit the campus:

| haven't finished reading the latest editidnMustardseed but | must say | am

already impressed. I'm not a Christian and | thibuthe magazine would be a
of glorifying God; basically church wrapped upadrda 28 page book. However ty
articles really made me think about my negativegetion of Christianity.

| was raised Catholic but quickly rejected thleurch when | got to college b

cause all | was getting from the religion was hggy. But | never looked at tl
other side of it. The "Changing of the Guard" di®lay out of the Closet," artj-
cles made me rethink my anti-Christian views.

| often saw the religion as an institution thatlged people, but | was no be
than those Christians who were judgmental. | ko will lead to greater spirit

tual understanding for me.

Also the cover design is very professional. Kgethe good work!

out in St. Louis that Urbana is
coming. Excitement is building
for how the Urbana convention
may impact the Christian com-
munity in St. Louis.

The best part of my job is helping
our staff more effectively minister
on the 564 U.S. campuses where
InterVarsity now has a presence.
Our vision, as defined by our presi-

dent Alec Hill: to see students and
faculty transformed, campuses re-
newed, and world changers devel-

oped.

| am excited because | know the
effectiveness of our ministry is
based on the prayers and financial
support of people like you. We all
have critical roles to play and as

each of us does our part
God orchestrates power-
ful, life-changing ministry.
A study released last
week by the University of
Chicago reported that half
of the nation’s population
have experienced a reli-
gious transformation that
has changed their lives.
The study director said
that people most fre-
quently experience reli-
gious transformation in
early adulthood. | see that
as further affirmation of
why ministry on the col-
lege campus is so strate-

gic.

Please Pray With Me:

" That we’'ll be able to strengthen
contacts with Christian journalism
students at Missouri and North-
western, perhaps through a
spring meeting that would bring
the two groups together.

" That we'll be able to find and nur-

ture Christian journalism students
on the UW-Madison campus, and
connect with more Christian jour-
nalism students at other cam-
puses.
For effective promotion of the
Urbana convention to Christian
broadcasters at the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters convention in
Dallas in February.

| know you may be getting a lot of
appeals at this time of year. But if
you're able to make a year-end con-
tribution to a strategic ministry,
please consider a gift to InterVarsity.

Contact me:

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA
P.O. Box 7895
Madison WI 53707-7895
608/443-3688
ggovier@intervarsity.org
www.intervarsity.org
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